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Attendees: Maureen Wiech, Carol Obot, Sally Zelasko, Claire Godinho, Marcia Brown, Lynette Mende, Alyssa (AmeriCorps worker from Habitat Office)

**Alyssa, AmeriCorps worker from the Habitat office, joined the education meeting today.  She works in the office on Thursday and Friday is on site the rest of the week working with Patrick.  Alyssa is in charge of recording hours.  She stated that Habitat is in the process of transferring their files to Donorlink, which is a “data dump” that will better organize files and spreadsheets and get rid of duplicates.  She said this would help with keeping track of hours better.

Class Updates

After low attendance at Fire Prevention class, we have decided to only include one class on class invitations in the future.

We have a new revised before and after class announcement reminding families that they need to be at the whole class to receive credit and to turn off cell phones and electronic devices that cause distractions.  

CRIME PREVENTION
Class on 1/28 with new presenter Leonetta Russell-Baskerville went well.   Sally took notes on things you can be fined for in the city of Buffalo. Maureen volunteered to create a handout with this information for the next Crime Prevention class.  Leonetta talked about BLOCK Club and after the class agreed to have Debbie Lombardo from Westside Neighborhood Housing Services to come to the next Crime Prevention class to talk more about BLOCK Club.  Leonetta also spoke briefly about Language Cards for those whose primary language is not English.  She did not have handouts of these cards but provided us with the information needed to acquire them. We would like to have those available at the next Crime Prevention Class. Marcia has offered to look into this in addition to translation services and costs that may be beneficial to Habitat families.  Leonetta offered to teach this class again in the future. 

HUD
HUD class is cancelled on 4/22.  We only have about 5 families who need it right now and feel that is not enough to hold a class.  We will offer HUD in September.  
(Tentative date: 9/16)

POST MOVE-IN
Class is confirmed with Chuck for 4/29.  Maureen will confirm which families should be invited to the class and the invitation letter will be sent out at the end of March.  Sally will bring copies of the tool handout to the next meeting and give to Marcia who will be monitoring the class.

BUDGETING I & II
Jon will contact Waika Moore about helping with these classes.  
Jon will review the tax brochures.

Other Notes
Sally and Carol met with Debbie Lombardo from Westside Neighborhood Housing on 1/26.  They stated that Debbie is a great resource for Habitat families.  She said we can send any families to her and they will service anyone in the city of Buffalo, not just those on the west side.  Carol is going to attend the “Get Handy” workshop on 3/4 put on by the Westside Neighborhood Housing Services.   The Westside Neighborhood Housing Service also offers foreclosure services.  They offer a presentation given by Melissa that may be something we are interested in.  

**While discussing foreclosure, the committee feels that there needs to be a link between liaisons and families as soon as they miss a payment.  Families wait too long before getting assistance and liaisons have no way of knowing or being able to help them.  We need to have a better plan in place.

	
Sally will send out thank you cards for 2017 classes.





NEXT MEETING: Monday, March 27 @4:30



