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			  	FAMILY SELECTION TEAM Minutes 
					September 19, 2016
1) We welcome the new Ameri-Corp member Alyssa Wojociechowski.  Also present: Barbara Burr, Sandy Skaine, Miranda Piphus, Nina Wright, Joan Spilman
 2. Committee update
	a) There were 64 requests for applications in August (in 2015 there were 556). 
b) Family Selection Policies and Procedures were distributed to the Board at June meeting – will be voted on at September meeting
c) Abdi, Omar – Patricia - file needs updating: employer verification and Partner Family Letter needs signatures 
d) Clarification of family hours before and after 150 family hours are earned. Reexamination of policies still underway. At last meeting the following policy was suggested: After 150 family hours are earned, family members of all ages can earn credit for educational achievement. There is a maximum of 100 hours educational achievement for family members 16 years and older.
e) Alyssa Wojociechowski  is the new Ameri-Corp member (she replaced Angela Watson) Her e-mail address is awojciechowski@habitatbuffalo.org. Please contact her with any questions about hours.
f) Reminder from Barry Weiss, Construction Manager - The 213 number is outdated and we no longer update it. The current site assignments can be heard by calling our main office at 204-0740 and choosing option 5.
g) Consumer Credit Counseling Bureau update.  Joan will supply list of HUD-approved Housing Counseling agencies in Buffalo.
h) e-mail updates – Joan Spilman’s new e-mail is jkspilman@gmail.com. I will soon have a new Habitat e-mail
i)Jane Cannito would be glad to go on an interview with someone. Check with me for her schedule.
i) Kenyeatta Samuels – reached 150 Family Hours – will be turned over to Family Support and added to the Housing List 
j) Initial interview procedure update – there are multiple copies of the Authorization to Release Information in your packet. Please have the applicant(s) fill out the ones there, keep one for the file and enclose the rest in the employer/landlord verification requests  (thanks to Betsy for the good idea).
k) An application was received by a family with a father at one address with part of his family and a son living at another address. Habitat policy (also stated on the mortgage) is that the Habitat house must be the primary residence of the owners. 
l)Tawauna Thomas –– letter received today explaining situation and asking to be reinstated (also spoke to her on phone earlier this week).  Letter of acceptance will be sent and Peg will continue to work with her.
5. Initial interview assignments –

Nyiramutiarutwa, Francoise and Mbanzabugabo, Francois – not clear how long they have been at present jobs or how many people would be living in the house; need birth dates for all family members; please gather information about job history for last two years; income tax information only available for 2015 – why? when did they apply for their green cards?  Nina will contact a Team Member to do the interview and Miranda will join.

Spears, Latoya – charge off will be paid by end of October; is going to send pay stubs reflecting pay raise at end of September



6. Initial interview report
Beats, Kaitlyn – Betsy/Flo – recommends Acceptance once all verifications are received regarding bill which Verizon claims she owes.
Matsuyama, Theogene and Kampire, Beata – Burr/Burr/Piphus - needs to put children’s names, birthdates, gender on application; family of 7? projected income based on pay stubs; what is past employment history of family? 1040 only available for 2015.  Recommends acceptance when all verifications and authorizations are in.
Ruiz, Mercedes – Pam/Deb- originally applied in 2014 and has completed an updated application and sent in updated income and credit information; National Grid debt has been removed from credit report because family is paying monthly bills on time (if payment is missed, current debt will appear again on credit report); Accepted once all documents are received
Everett, Tanequa – Flo - a few bills in collection need to be addressed; landlord reference “unsatisfactory”; spoke to her today: has half of this month’s rent paid and will pay Sept. rent on time; I told her someone will get back to her within the week; Accepted once Sept. rent is paid in full and receipt is sent in; receipt received from landlord for $80 and $965

9. Acceptance interview reports

Swiss, Eugene(Wally) and Ryan, Linda (fiancé) – Sandy - veteran (interested in Wende St.) – credit disputes update – waiver – 2014 tax info – Ryan’s child support documentation; Question: is he from a particular group? Sharon Dana speaks to a number of groups who say they will have veterans apply but it seems as if that doesn’t happen; landlord reference hasn’t been received –please give family a call; what is two year record of employment for Linda Ryan? Employment reference is only for one year; Waiting for landlord verification.  Sandy has called four times, but still not resolved.
Mawlid (or Borrow?), Mohamed and Hussein, Imia – Barbara/Bruce - Waiting for landlord verification – 
Gray, Mary and Dixon, John – Peg- her credit reports (all three) were done in October and if we accept her, she needs to do one again this coming October (she must not have realized that she can do one every four months for free); Accepted (all documents received) and acceptance interview completed.  Peg reports all is well.
10.  Sweat equity follow-ups (Hours report as of 9/9/16) – 

		March – three months and no hours: Iskenderun, Luaaye- Warning Letter sent 3/31/16 – is going to have social worked at EOC contact Nina 
	June – two months and no hours – updates? Elliiott, Eisha – Warning Letter sent 7/25/16 – did hours in August; Flax, LaTryce- Warning letter sent 8/11/16 – no hours in August - send Elimination Letter; Ford, Nikita – Warning letter sent 7/25/16 – no hours in August – send Elimination letter; Nkiambi, Augustin – Patrick – send Warning Letter
August/September
Two months or more and no hours – update?
Anderson, Emilio – Peg – no hours in September – Peg will contact and decide whether to send Warning Letter; Lagu, Catherine – Flo – no hours in September - send Warning Letter; Jacobs, Cassandra –Patricia - no hours since May –Warning Letter sent 9/2/16; Holt, Makeda – Peg – still interested in program – she called Peg

11. Calendar/New Business:
Joan noted that new regulations that govern entities that create mortgages require that anyone who reviews credit reports must take training.  The NYS Habitat conference in Binghamton on September 23—24 will discuss this.

The next meeting will be on October 17th – 6 pm at Cleveland Heights Christian Church.
